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   News for the Mountain Sky United Women in Faith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Looking outside my window, I see a world rejoicing in the gently falling rain.  There has 
been so little moisture this winter and the land is hurting.  Today all of God’s creation is joining in 
their version of a happy dance — the little birds are finding new treasures uncovered, the lichen is 
soaking up the moisture, the grass is growing greener, the elk are enjoying the fresh green grass, 
and the humans are sighing in relief for the water for the coming summer. 
 What does your happy dance look like?  Is that a walk in the rain?  A few dance steps 
across the room?  A quiet time?  Reading for a while?  Baking your favorite cake?  Do we stop and 
do a happy dance?  Or just keep going on?  I just read a quote on the digital platform: “Rest is 
not a reward; it is a requirement.”  Taking a moment to rejoice is important to our wellbeing.  
Please take a moment every day to look around for the many ways we are blessed.  And do a 
happy little dance, your way. 
 I am looking forward to Assembly 2026.  The website gives us glimpses of what is to come 
and Jana drops hints about fun activities and opportunities.  Beth McCorkle will give us            
information in her article and keeps us organized for lodging, registration, and getting together 
when we are there. 
 After Assembly, I hope to see many of you at Annual Conference for Mountain Sky       
Conference UMC.  We are leaders in our conference and should participate in this important event 
that guides the coming year in our churches.  This year delegates to the 2028 General Conference 
and the following Jurisdictional Conference will be elected.  You might consider being one of those 
delegates.  (See the mtnskyumc.org website.)  These are critical times for the United Methodist 
Church.  The regionalization plan will be put into action during these next 2-3 years.  How do we 
want the church to be organized and connected?  There are 250 equalization members to Annual 
Conference needed.  Please contact the District Superintendent and/or your pastor to volunteer.  
Partial reimbursement is available from the Conference. 
 

Robin’s article is continued on page 2 

Robin’s         

Ramblings 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/
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Sky Light               Sky Bright 

Event Dates  

Conference Spiritual Re-

treat & Annual Gathering—

October 2-3 — Helena, MT   
 

 

Highlights 

 President’s Message         
Pg. 1 & 2 

National President’s   
Message  Pg. 4 

Spiritual Retreat/Annual 
Gathering  Pg. 3 and 11 

Special Meal at Annual 
Conference Pg. 10 

Nominations  Pg. 12-13 

District News Pgs. 14-17    

 

 

Lots of other good stuff 
throughout the newsletter! 

 

 

This issue can be printed in 

whole or just print the pages 

you want to share. Use for 

bulletin boards, inserts,  

reminders. Any comments or 

questions please email  

Linda Cockett at  

mountainskyumw@gmail.com 

Robin’s President’s Message cont. 
 A new Co-Lay leader will be elected at the Annual Conference 
UMC as well.  You can nominate someone (with their permission) or 
yourself.  The three Co-Lay Leaders are the laity representing us at the 
conference level of decision making.  A great way to use your leadership 
skills. 

 Have you marked your calendars for the Annual Gathering in  
Helena, Montana?  Please join us for the spiritual retreat on October 2nd 
and the annual meeting on October 3rd.  You will not be disappointed as 
there are good workshops, spiritual worship, and fun with our           
sisterhood. 

 That’s enough for me.  Please read what the other conference 
officers have for us. 

April showers and flowers, 
Robin Ball 
Conference President 
 

Assembly 2026 — May 15-17 

Assembly is just a month away!  For those attending, I hope you’re   
getting excited — I know I am. 

I’ll be sending out additional details a couple of weeks beforehand,    
including where we’ll meet to distribute stoles and any other important 

information as it becomes available. 

I’d also love to coordinate a group photo if possible.  I understand there 
may be an event app to help with real-time updates, and I’ll be sure to 

share more as I learn more. 

If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to reach out 
by email or text. 

Beth.e.mccorkle@gmail.com 
720-339-8290 
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Spiritual Growth Report 
 I hope this finds everyone well and enjoying spring break or the beginning of the spring   
season.  We just had a small rain storm here.  Not much, but enough to wet the ground and make 
a mess on the windows. 

The Conference United Women in Faith is busy with our preparations for the Annual Gathering, 
which will take place in Helena, Montana.  This year, we are again going to have the spiritual re-
treat on Friday and the Annual Gathering on Saturday.  You will find more information in this news-
letter, and I hope you will plan to attend. 

As part of the Annual Gathering, we will have a Memorial Service to remember members who have 
passed away since our last gathering in 2025.  Please submit the names of these ladies to Denise 
Logan at grumpybear59@hotmail.com.  Perhaps you have some information or a photo of your   
deceased member(s) you could share for use at the memorial service. 

You are all in my thoughts and prayers every day! 

Blessings, 

Denise Logan 
18377 CR GG 
Rocky Ford, CO 81067 
719-980-6576 
grumpybear59@hotmail.com 
 

“Live in such a way that those who know you but don’t know God will come to know God because 
they know you.”  ~ Author Unknown 

Frasier Manor Retirement Community Update 

 Frasier Manor and Mountain View UMC are keeping their fingers crossed that the city of 
Boulder will approve plans to build 90+ additional apartments on a portion of property belonging 
to the church.  If all goes well, Mountain View will sell 70% of its property to Frasier and demolish 
the older building.  Site preparation will begin sometime later this year.  In the meantime, the city 
is in the process of relocating the water main, as well as fiber cables, from the street (Ponca Pl.) 
between Frasier and Mountain View to the street behind the church (Pawnee Dr.) — a step that is 
required in order to make Ponca Pl. a private street.  There are two advisory boards that must 
give their approval to the design and the transportation impacts before the city council makes the 
final decision.  We’ll keep you updated on developments at Frasier during the coming year. 
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National President’s Report 

 I am so excited to be able to see many of you at Assembly — which is right around the  
corner!  I know you will find it inspiring, uplifting, joyful and full of rich content that you can take 
back to your Districts and local units.  The UNSTOPPABLE campaign will be officially launched at 
Assembly.  Look for emails to come soon with logistics and information, including info about the 
photo circle app which will allow you to share your photo journey with everyone. 

 Great news to share!  Penelope Mukarakate, from the Mountain Sky 
Conference will be attending the World Assembly of the World Federation of 
Methodist and Uniting Church Women in Auckland, New Zealand as a Helen 
Kim Scholar!  This honor is bestowed upon only 2 women aged 18-30 from 
the North America Area and only 18 worldwide, and is an opportunity for 
young women to experience a high-quality leadership development training 
with women from many other countries.  Her proud mother, Hamu       
Chigwada, and I will also be attending the World Assembly and would love 
others to join us if New Zealand is on your bucket list!  Learn more at 
wfmucw.org.  It is a great opportunity to learn about and worship with    
sisters of different Methodist expressions from around the world.  We will 
also celebrate the installation of Rita Simpkins-Smith, a UWFaith sister from 

the Illinois Conference who will serve as the 
North American President for the next five 
years.  I look forward to telling you all about 
it. 

 Meanwhile, I urge you to take       
advantage of the many opportunities that 
are available on the website uwfaith.org and 
the digital site uwfaith.mn.co to connect 
with other members, join interest groups and access programs such as the new Faith Talks.  
There is a wealth of information available. 

 Can’t wait to see you in Indianapolis where we will Dream it! Believe it! Do it! 

Your sister in Christ, 

Jana Jones 

https://wfmucw.org/
https://uwfaith.org/
https://uwfaith.mn.co/
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UNSTOPPABLE — New and Exciting!! 

 That is what we are called to be as United Women in Faith.  And, to be unstoppable we 
need to grow our membership.  That is why National UWFaith is officially launching the            
UNSTOPPABLE Growth Campaign at Assembly 2026 in Indianapolis May 14-17.  But you don’t 
have to wait to get started planning your unit’s involvement.  You will find resources available on 
the UWFaith Digital Platform at Welcome to United Women in Faith Digital (or type            
https://uwfaith.mn.co/ into your browser).  Sign in or create your account on the Welcome page. 

 Once you are signed on you should see “Unstoppable” on the menu to your left, with two 
sub-menu items, “Unstoppable Hub” and “Unstoppable Course.”  Every unit of United Women in 
Faith should have at least one member take the Unstoppable Course.  This course fully explains 
the campaign, the resources available and how to use them.  There is a lot of information, so take 
your time and proceed through the course at a comfortable pace.  If possible, the entire        
Leadership Team of your unit should take the course. 

 Note that new members can join your existing unit or can join through the website as a 
Digital member and have access to Faith Talks, Voices from the Field, community online meetings, 
Soul Care Retreats, and many resources to help them learn about United Women in Faith and the 
work we do to support women, children and youth around the world. 

 The most effective way to invite women to join our movement is with a personal,           
one-on-one invitation.  The Unstoppable Course and Toolkit will provide everything you need to 
reach out, meet women where they are, and encourage them to be part of using Love in Action to 
change the world for the better.  If you have questions or need help with this, contact me at 
keakw@comcast.net. 

 So . . . Dream It! Believe It! Do It!  Let’s do our part to keep United Women in Faith alive 
and vibrant for generations to come!  Thank you! 

 
Karen Waldron 
Mountain Sky Conference 
Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 

Advocacy for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 

The Mountain Sky Racial Justice Committee is trying to expand awareness and increase advocacy 
about Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons (MMIP).  Although Congress has approved     

federal legislation to address the issue and some Mountain Sky state governors and legislatures 
have taken up the issue, we want to urge our state elected officials to consider declaring May 5 to 

be “A Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.”  We have      
attached a letter, and a proposed resolution, that we hope you will consider sending to your    

governor, state legislative leaders, and your local state legislator in the hopes that they will take 
action prior to May 5.  If you have questions, please contact Cheryl Runyon at                       

cheryl.runyon@comcast.net or 303-494-0434.  We appreciate your efforts on behalf of MMIP and 
the Racial Justice Committee. 

See the Letter on pg. 6 

See a list of legislators on pg. 7 

See the Proposed Resolution on pg. 8-9 

https://uwfaith.mn.co


April 2026 

THE VOICE OF UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH OF THE MOUNTAIN SKY CONFERENCE                                                           Page 6                                                                              

Honorable _________________ 
Title (Governor, Speaker of the House, President of the Senate, Representative,  
Senator) 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
Dear ___________ 
 
On behalf of the Mountain Sky Conference of United Women in Faith, as a          
constituent of the state of _______, I am writing to urge you to consider issuing an 
executive order (executive)/resolution (legislative) addressing the epidemic of    
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in our state.  Please consider 
modifying the attached resolution to meet the needs of our state and to raise the 
visibility of MMIW.  This resolution is based upon a resolution introduced by U.S. 
Rep. Dan Newhouse (WA) in 2025.  Unfortunately, Congress took no action on this 
resolution and has not offered funding or direction for raising the issue of MMIW in 
several years.  We hope, by highlighting this issue at the state level, that Congress 
and the Trump administration will act in the coming months and years to address 
the heartbreak of MMIW for both its victims and their families. 
 
In addition, we urge you to consider honoring MMIW in our state with a display of 
red dresses in the Capitol as a physical reminder of these women and girls and their 
families.  We also urge you to wear RED on May 5 to honor and commemorate these 
women and girls.   
 
Please contact me if you or your staff need further information about MMIW or a 
display in the Capitol.   
 
Sincerely, 
Name 
Title in UW Faith 
Home address 
Telephone # 
Email  
 
Enclosure—MMIW Resolution 
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List of Legislators 

 

Colorado   Utah    Wyoming  Montana 
Jared Polis   Spencer J. Cox  Mark Gordon  Greg Gianforte 
Governor    Governor   Governor  Governor 
200 E. Colfax   350 N. State Street,  State Capitol  PO Box 200801 
Room 136   Suite 200   200 W. 24th St. Helena, MT 
Denver, CO   P.O. Box 142220  Cheyenne, WY 59620-0801 
80203    Salt Lake City, UT  82002 

 84114-2220 
 
Julie McCluskie  Mike Schultz   Chip Nieman  Brandon Ler  
Speaker of the H.  Speaker of the House Speaker of the H. Speaker of the H. 
200 E. Colfax   350 N. State, Ste. 350 P.O. Box 116  1301 E. 6th Ave. 
Room 307   P.O. Box 145030  Hulett, WY 82720 Helena, MT   
Denver, CO 80203  Salt Lake City, UT     59620-1706 
    84114 
 
James Coleman  J. Stuart Adams  Ogden Driskill Matt Regier 
Senate President  Senate President  Senate President Sen. President 
200 E. Colfax   350 N. State, Ste. 320 P.O. Box 155  1301 E. 6th Ave. 
Room 346   P.O. Box 145115  Devil’s Tower, WY Helena, MT 
Denver, CO  80203  Salt Lake City, UT  82714   59620-1706 
    84114 



April 2026 

THE VOICE OF UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH OF THE MOUNTAIN SKY CONFERENCE                                                           Page 8                                                                              

Proposed Proclamation Establishing a Day of Awareness for  
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 

 
Whereas, according to a 2016 study commissioned by the US Department of Justice’s 

(DOJ) National Institute of Justice (NIJ), more than 4 in 5 (84.3 percent) of American Indian and 
Alaska Native women experienced violence in their lifetime, with 56.1 percent being the result of 
sexual violence and 55 percent being from intimate partner violence; 

Whereas, according to 2017 data, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
found homicide was the sixth-leading cause of death for American Indian and Alaska Native  
women and girls under 44 years of age, with murder rates more than 10 times the national      
average; 

Whereas, approximately 1,500 American Indian and Alaska Native missing persons have 
been entered into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) index throughout the United 
States, and approximately 2,700 cases of murder and nonnegligent homicide offenses have been 
reported to the federal government’s Uniform Crime Reporting Program; 

Whereas, according to a 2020 join study completed by the state of Hawaii and the Hawaii 
State Commission on the Status of Women, 64 percent of human trafficking victims in Hawaii 
identified as at least part Native Hawaiian; 

Whereas, the current local, state, and federal funding available in Indian country is        
inadequate to address the basic, emergency, and long-term service needs of victims and        
negatively impacts tribal governments’ ability to distribute lifesaving resources; 

Whereas, several federal acts and executive orders addressing Missing and Murdered     
Indigenous Women have been issued, there is a continuing need for better investigatory and 
prosecutorial coordination and cooperation among local, state, and federal agencies to address 
the epidemic of missing persons, and the murder and trafficking of American Indian, Alaska Native 
and Native Hawaiian peoples; 

Whereas, despite progress that has been made, in 2024, 5,614 Indigenous Women and 
Girls were reported missing.  Of these reports, 4,179 victims were under the age of 18.  At the 
end of 2024, there were 628 active missing person records;  

Whereas, research data shows that national averages hide the extremely high rates of  
murder again Indigenous women and girls in counties hosting tribal land; and 

Whereas, May 5 has been designated as the day of remembrance for “Missing and       
Murdered Native Women and Girls” in honor of the birthdate of Hanna Harris, a member of the 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe, who was murdered after being reported missing by her family in    
Lame Deer, Montana.   
 
Now, therefore, be it Resolved, that the state of ___________________ 
 

See the rest of the Resolution on pg. 9 
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MMIP Resolution Continued . . . 

 
 
1)  Expresses support for the designation of a Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls; 
2)  Calls on the people of this state and interested groups to 

a.  Commemorate the lives of missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls 
whose cases are documented in public records and the media as well as cases that 
are undocumented but just as important to their families; and 

b.  Demonstrate solidarity with the families of victims in light of those tragedies; 
3)  Urges the U.S. Department of Justice’s National Institute of Justice to commission a new 

study with focused data on missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls to ensure 
up-to-date statistics are made public regarding the current state of the missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women and girls given that 10 years have passed since the 2016 study 
was published; and 

     4)  Recognizes that, despite the efforts made to date, there is more work to be done to ad-
dress this nationwide crisis  
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Women, Decisionmaking & the Church 

Special Meal at Mtn Sky Annual Conference 

Friday, June 12   11:30-12:30 

Billings Convention Center 

 

Sponsored by Mountain Sky Conference: 

    United Women in Faith 

    Commission on the Status and Role of Women 

 

Our guest speaker:  Tara Barnes, Director of Denominational Relations  

     for United Women in Faith 

 

Tara send this message to us: 

 Women make up 58% of the The United Methodist Church, be we are far 
from 58% of its leadership.  Let’s get more women at the table and watch the 
church and the world change for the better!  The more we understand how deci-
sions get made in the church, the more we can mobilize our supportive, powerful 
sisterhood to ensure women’s voices and other underrepresented voices are heard 
in the church. 

Spread the word about this great opportunity at Annual Conference! 

Add this special meal to your registration for Mtn Sky Annual Conference —       
mtnskyumc.org 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/annual-conference-2026
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This year’s Mountain Sky Conference Annual Gathering will be held October 2-3 at St. Paul’s UMC 
in Helena, Montana!  Friday will be a spiritual growth retreat.  Saturday will be workshops,    

speakers, business meeting, elections, and services. 

Katie Pryor, Executive for Membership, Nurture, and Development, will be our keynote speaker 
Saturday.  She will explain the “UNSTOPPABLE” campaign, which will be introduced at this year’s 
Assembly.  She will also lead a workshop about the UNSTOPPABLE campaign.  Other workshops 
and services include Intermountain Children’s Home, Racial Justice, Pledge to Mission, Memorial 

Service, and Just Energy for All. 

You may want to plan several extra days to tour around Helena and Montana.  One favorite spot 
close to Helena is the Gates of the Mountain recreation area with a fun cruise.  There is a trolley 

tour of Helena, which shows much of the history of Helena.  A bit further away are Glacier National 
Park and Yellowstone National Park. 

Watch for eblasts with more details and registration information! 

https://www.facebook.com/dailyprayerguide
https://twitter.com/uwomenfaith
https://www.facebook.com/uwomenfaith/
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Did you know you can Give to 
Mountain Sky Conference United Women in Faith online 

Left menu bar on the homepage  
https://www.mtnskyumw.org/donate-pay-it-forward/ 

The Conference Team Needs You 

 

 

 

 

United Women in Faith is a powerful movement of about 500,000 women focused especially on the 
social justice needs of women, children, and youth everywhere. 

We are organized for a reason: teamwork provides the conduit for us to care deeply and respond 
appropriately to vetted needs within a system that has been proven effective since 1869.  YOU can 

help us continue this passionate outreach with your skills and talents. 

Structured from the ground up, members of UWFaith practice fulfilling our mission on a local unit 
level, a district level, a conference level comprised of several states or even on the national level. 

Currently, the Mountain Sky Conference is seeking a secretary to maintain conference records, keep 
a membership roll, and serve as a contact person for secretaries serving on the district level.     

Abilities to keyboard and use Excel and email are needed.  A limited amount of travel is required 
and reimbursed. 

Join with like-minded spiritual women, enlarge your number of friends and make an even bigger  
difference in the world by joining the Mountain Sky Conference Team. 

You may also recommend a member, or members, who you feel would make good candidates for 
any of the positions on the Conference Team. 

See the recommendation form on page 13. 

Please submit forms or simply send names of possible officers along with the name of their UWFaith 
unit by phone or email to Judy Nielsen, Nominations Chair: 

1170 Mendocino Dr., Helena, MT  59601 
nielsenhca@hotmai.com 

406-431-5959 

 

https://www.mtnskyumw.org/donate-pay-it-forward/
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United Women in Faith Mountain Sky Conference 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

 
 
Date:      
 
I recommend: 
 
Name:               
 
Address:               
 
Home Phone:        
 
Cell Phone:         
 
E-mail:            
 
Age:  20’s 30’s 40’s 50’s 60’s 70’s 80’s+ 
 
Employed: Yes No Retired 
 
Area(s) of any employment expertise or specialized experience or interests: 
 
 
 
 
Why I think you should consider this person (attach extra sheet if necessary): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Positions I would recommend this person for: 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:          
 
Mailing Address or Email:             
 
Phone:        
 
Please return to:  Judy Nielsen, 1170 Mendocino Dr., Helena, MT  59601 
 
nielsenhca@hotmail.com  406-431-5959 
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Mile High Metro UWFaith News 

The women of Mile High Metro UWFaith will travel back to the 60’s as they enjoy a spiritual day  
together starting at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, May 2 at Applewood Valley Methodist Church, 2035 Ellis 

Street, Golden, Colorado. 

What the World Needs Now Is Love is the theme of the event and w ill feature breakout 
sessions on finding grace and peace in difficult relationships; a taste of Everyday Ubuntu; yoga 

(including chair yoga); and Love for the Caregiver.  Spiritual Growth coordinator and co-president 
Sara Harris will begin the day with Love of God.  Breakout sessions will begin at 11:00. lunch at 

12:00, second set of breakouts at 1:00 with communion ending the day around 3:00. 

Cost is $15 and includes lunch.  The group will also be collecting items for Home in Golden, a non-
profit supporting the unhoused.  Items needed include rain gear, travel size items such as         

sunscreen, chap stick, shampoo, soap, and deodorant. 

All are welcome.  Cost is $15 and registration is requested by April 25.  Questions — contact Marcia 
Canter at bomaanka@yahoo.com or 303-477-6278.  Hope to see you there! 

Click here to register 

 

https://tinyurl.com/MHMSpiritualDay
https://tinyurl.com/MHMSpiritualDay
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Click Here to Register 

More information about the speaker on page 16 

https://pci.jotform.com/Westernmountainsdistrictuwf/womens-retreat-2026-registration
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Mountain Sky Conference 
United Women in Faith 
341 West 23rd Ave. 
Torrington, WY  82240 
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